
Table 2. Estimated Annual Purchases, Gross Margins and Gross Margins as a Percent of Sales for
Merchant Wholesalers by Kind of Business: 1993 through 2002

[Purchases and gross margins estimates are shown in millions of dollars. Estimates are based on data from the Annual Wholesale Trade Survey and
administrative records. Except for NAICS code 4225, estimates have been adjusted using results of the 1997 Economic Census]

NAICS
code Kind of business 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002

Purchases, total . . . . . . . . . . 1,454,639 1,552,452 1,684,737 1,783,255 1,870,696 1,904,330 2,030,167 2,201,353 2,151,205 2,182,758

421 Durable goods . . . . . . . . . . . . . 702,455 780,580 851,768 886,539 946,388 979,757 1,047,406 1,097,217 1,023,140 1,009,855
4211 Motor vehicle & motor vehicle parts &

supplies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 125,192 133,786 130,452 132,055 132,315 137,190 156,279 157,565 162,048 170,046
4212 Furniture & home furnishings . . . . . . 21,165 22,452 24,581 25,702 27,747 29,191 30,718 33,226 31,180 30,404
4213 Lumber & other construction

materials . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41,952 46,389 45,292 48,154 50,364 52,215 58,778 58,203 59,684 63,444
4214 Professional & commercial equip. &

supplies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115,919 127,968 154,635 169,044 184,485 198,258 214,433 209,961 189,060 184,500
42143 Computer & computer peripheral

equip. & software . . . . . . . . . . . NA NA NA NA 118,562 127,204 136,557 127,238 100,882 91,552
4215 Metals & minerals, ex. petroleum . . . 63,313 72,445 75,099 75,380 81,121 79,174 76,190 81,951 73,052 70,663
4216 Electrical goods . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90,456 109,026 128,655 131,385 142,142 145,893 162,285 187,331 163,877 157,420
4217 Hardware, & plumbing & heating

equip. & supplies . . . . . . . . . . . . 31,691 36,819 38,739 40,613 43,249 45,568 47,728 50,400 46,680 47,891
4218 Machinery, equipment, & supplies . . 118,761 129,238 142,032 153,130 165,740 179,124 180,961 185,940 176,158 161,557
4219 Miscellaneous durable goods . . . . . . 94,006 102,457 112,283 111,076 119,225 113,144 120,034 132,640 121,401 123,930
422 Nondurable goods . . . . . . . . . . 752,184 771,872 832,969 896,716 924,308 924,573 982,761 1,104,136 1,128,065 1,172,903
4221 Paper & paper products . . . . . . . . . 37,668 42,331 51,692 50,675 52,082 54,772 58,572 63,186 60,533 59,848
4222 Drugs & druggists’ sundries . . . . . . . 62,018 67,145 73,828 82,896 94,006 108,696 127,712 148,375 177,269 205,392
4223 Apparel, piece goods, & notions . . . . 47,855 49,890 48,738 52,204 59,510 59,850 59,197 61,901 60,366 62,993
4224 Groceries & related products . . . . . . 239,874 244,903 258,072 264,979 277,468 291,173 303,950 323,014 326,008 335,310
4225 Farm product raw materials . . . . . . . 89,229 89,065 105,914 122,086 115,331 99,757 93,782 99,374 99,071 102,591
4226 Chemicals & allied products . . . . . . 30,692 33,675 38,700 40,798 42,607 41,482 41,321 44,417 44,376 44,316
4227 Petroleum & petroleum products . . . 115,402 112,611 113,930 129,948 126,159 104,592 121,962 171,144 164,915 166,156
4228 Beer, wine, & distilled alcoholic

beverages . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38,633 40,039 39,862 42,445 44,317 46,702 50,589 53,305 55,461 58,802
4229 Miscellaneous nondurable goods . . . 90,813 92,213 102,233 110,685 112,828 117,549 125,676 139,420 140,066 137,495

Gross margins, total . . . . . . . 363,580 397,983 446,254 458,864 481,500 488,384 526,152 559,911 537,280 560,952
421 Durable goods . . . . . . . . . . . . . 212,061 236,238 266,546 272,992 288,765 295,742 315,965 333,317 305,211 322,213
4211 Motor vehicle & motor vehicle parts &

supplies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27,032 29,811 32,810 33,149 35,132 36,622 41,953 42,989 41,538 46,726
4212 Furniture & home furnishings . . . . . . 8,767 8,997 10,378 10,890 11,382 11,427 12,364 14,015 13,197 13,227
4213 Lumber & other construction

materials . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,595 9,988 9,773 11,203 11,362 11,201 13,186 12,936 13,951 14,723
4214 Professional & commercial equip. &

supplies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40,510 40,308 46,143 51,931 55,795 54,533 60,719 59,512 58,380 64,771
42143 Computer & computer peripheral

equip. & software . . . . . . . . . . . NA NA NA NA NA 22,472 24,036 21,719 19,565 21,419
4215 Metals & minerals, ex. petroleum . . . 16,122 18,110 19,669 19,575 20,263 18,666 18,621 21,308 18,304 19,645
4216 Electrical goods . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28,320 34,863 42,646 39,512 40,558 42,484 49,049 56,350 43,988 45,672
4217 Hardware, & plumbing & heating

equip. & supplies . . . . . . . . . . . . 11,718 13,492 13,416 14,193 14,171 15,582 15,999 17,686 17,601 18,081
4218 Machinery, equipment, & supplies . . 43,402 48,453 53,385 55,325 62,450 69,403 65,780 67,179 62,212 59,240
4219 Miscellaneous durable goods . . . . . . 26,595 32,216 38,326 37,214 37,652 35,824 38,294 41,342 36,040 40,128
422 Nondurable goods . . . . . . . . . . 151,519 161,745 179,708 185,872 192,735 192,642 210,187 226,594 232,069 238,739
4221 Paper & paper products . . . . . . . . . 12,694 13,280 14,833 14,083 15,050 15,217 16,552 18,277 16,010 16,742
4222 Drugs & druggists’ sundries . . . . . . . 7,995 9,618 9,542 12,785 14,995 17,866 22,064 24,483 29,993 29,087
4223 Apparel, piece goods, & notions . . . . 18,542 19,367 18,407 21,250 26,386 24,355 24,933 26,354 27,306 27,929
4224 Groceries & related products . . . . . . 43,337 45,281 51,330 52,618 53,527 53,455 60,059 61,482 62,912 68,546
4225 Farm product raw materials . . . . . . . 10,166 10,845 16,009 12,655 10,600 8,241 7,827 8,891 9,052 8,399
4226 Chemicals & allied products . . . . . . 9,649 9,978 12,032 13,077 13,694 13,840 14,172 14,500 15,316 16,314
4227 Petroleum & petroleum products . . . 11,915 13,540 12,469 14,014 12,790 11,183 13,481 17,195 15,484 15,577
4228 Beer, wine, & distilled alcoholic

beverages . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12,323 12,089 12,759 13,834 14,380 15,431 17,244 18,664 19,547 21,621
4229 Miscellaneous nondurable goods . . . 24,898 27,747 32,327 31,556 31,313 33,054 33,855 36,748 36,449 34,524

Gross margins/sales ratio,
total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.09 20.58 21.10 20.49 20.63 20.52 20.72 20.41 19.89 20.46

421 Durable goods . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23.33 23.53 24.08 23.60 23.60 23.36 23.35 23.45 22.68 24.15
4211 Motor vehicle & motor vehicle parts &

supplies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17.72 18.25 20.15 20.00 21.08 21.14 21.43 21.55 20.20 21.69
4212 Furniture & home furnishings . . . . . . 29.36 28.75 29.91 29.81 29.19 28.27 28.89 29.99 29.42 30.33
4213 Lumber & other construction

materials . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18.70 17.84 17.71 18.96 18.53 17.59 18.50 18.25 18.95 18.90
4214 Professional & commercial equip. &

supplies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26.10 24.37 23.31 23.58 23.52 21.46 22.17 22.05 23.25 25.97
42143 Computer & computer peripheral

equip. & software . . . . . . . . . . . NA NA NA NA NA 14.90 14.98 14.40 15.86 18.86
4215 Metals & minerals, ex. petroleum . . . 20.50 20.32 20.67 20.72 20.15 19.22 19.64 20.74 19.73 21.87
4216 Electrical goods . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24.01 24.68 25.40 23.04 22.24 22.75 23.54 23.44 20.66 22.35
4217 Hardware, & plumbing & heating

equip. & supplies . . . . . . . . . . . . 27.21 27.41 25.81 26.15 24.75 25.82 25.22 26.35 27.19 27.36
4218 Machinery, equipment, & supplies . . 26.82 27.78 27.91 26.78 27.90 28.62 26.80 26.65 25.83 26.53
4219 Miscellaneous durable goods . . . . . . 22.40 24.04 25.57 25.11 24.19 24.26 24.34 24.02 22.61 24.44
422 Nondurable goods . . . . . . . . . . 16.82 17.40 17.83 17.16 17.35 17.29 17.71 17.14 17.12 16.95
4221 Paper & paper products . . . . . . . . . 25.28 23.96 22.45 21.72 22.63 21.76 22.10 22.69 20.75 21.82
4222 Drugs & druggists’ sundries . . . . . . . 11.59 12.59 11.40 13.55 13.96 14.34 15.06 14.53 14.93 12.47
4223 Apparel, piece goods, & notions . . . . 28.23 28.26 27.23 29.06 31.28 28.93 29.32 29.86 31.11 30.67
4224 Groceries & related products . . . . . . 15.28 15.62 16.61 16.56 16.21 15.52 16.59 16.02 16.14 17.02
4225 Farm product raw materials . . . . . . . 10.37 10.94 13.39 9.20 8.46 7.63 7.68 8.31 8.38 7.55
4226 Chemicals & allied products . . . . . . 24.19 23.05 23.94 24.40 24.43 25.13 25.64 24.56 25.68 26.99
4227 Petroleum & petroleum products . . . 9.33 10.80 9.86 9.77 9.17 9.61 9.98 9.16 8.57 8.60
4228 Beer, wine, & distilled alcoholic

beverages . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24.25 23.24 24.31 24.73 24.66 24.96 25.56 26.08 26.01 27.11
4229 Miscellaneous nondurable goods . . . 21.49 23.24 24.37 22.14 21.87 22.09 21.38 20.93 20.64 20.08

(NA) Not available.
Note: Estimates have not been adjusted for price changes. Table 4 provides estimated measures of sampling variability. The introduction and appendixes give information on confidentiality

protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, sample design, and definitions. Links to this information on the Internet may be found at www.census.gov/svsd/www/whltable.html.
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